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2 Westchester Democrats plan Hayworth challenge but must await new district lines

by Michael Risinit

March 4, 2012

In the same week Times Square-vendor-turned-hero Duane Jackson announced he was running for Congress, the Buchanan resident learned he may not even live in the district he wants to represent.

Proposed congressional maps released two days after his campaign kickoff place Jackson and Cortlandt Councilman Rich Becker outside of the area represented by Rep. Nan Hayworth, R-Bedford. The two are among five Democrats looking to unseat her.

Jackson on Friday said it was too soon to worry about the possible new configurations. The state Legislature is required to redraw the state’s political lines every 10 years in response to new census data. The proposals released Wednesday by Assembly Democrats and state Senate Republicans are products of their inability to come to an agreement on a new map and are among several versions in play. Plus, a U.S. magistrate judge has been ordered to draw her own map.

“It’s premature until the judge rules, both houses concur and the governor signs. We’ll cross that bridge when we come to it,” said Jackson, who helped foil a car-bomb attack in Manhattan in 2010.

Neither Jackson nor Becker is in the new district under either scenario put forth by the majorities in Albany. The only one sure of his footing in those cases is Wappingers Falls Mayor Matt Alexander.

TJ Helmstetter, Alexander’s campaign manager, said the Dutchess County mayor is “the only remaining Democratic candidate who lives in the renumbered district, has raised money, and generated endorsements.”

The new maps essentially shift the current 19th District north and west — except in Westchester County — and renumbers it as the 18th. In Westchester, where Hayworth’s district now stretches from the Connecticut line to the Hudson River, the proposals redraw it so it only includes the eastern side of the county.

“The judge will make the final decision, but we have a rough idea where the chips will fall,” Helmstetter said. “It’s time to stop saying ‘when the lines are drawn’ and for Democrats and progressives everywhere to hit the ground running in this campaign.”

Alexander and Becker are the only candidates so far among Hayworth’s possible foes to file paperwork with the Federal Elections Commission. Alexander had $20,587 in campaign cash at the end of December and Becker reported $165,282, according to their filings.

Tuxedo Park Mayor Tom Wilson, another Democrat, would remain in the district under the Senate plan but not the Assembly’s. Anne Jacobs Moultrie, a registered nurse from Orange County, appears to be inside the boundaries under both plans.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann is holding a hearing Monday in federal court in Brooklyn about the matter and has until March 12 to issue her map.

On Thursday, Becker released a statement saying he was searching for a house in “any of the district’s proposed iterations.” He was endorsed that night by the Yorktown Democratic Committee. But on Friday, his spokesman said the candidate wasn’t contacting real estate agents.

“None of the maps are finalized. We’ll wait and see,” spokesman Barry Caro said.
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